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In her exhibition at the CEAAC’s International Space, 
Melanie Dorfer presents a series of paintings made 
during her residency at Bastion 14 in Strasbourg 
in the spring of 2021. In this time of confinement 
and limited social interaction due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, Dorfer developed a special interest in 
concepts related to contact, distance and borders. 

One year later, the works she created at Bastion 14 
will now be travelling for a limited period of time to 
the CEAAC. This change of ‘habitat’ induces new re-
lationships between organic and geometric forms. 
The works appear in new constellations, interacting 
with each other as well as with the architecture of 
the place. 

Painting is freed from its two-dimensional existence, 
oscillating between stillness and movement. 

MELANIE DORFER  
HABITAT SHIFTS

Melanie Dorfer, bastion, 2021, canvas, paint, wall, 287 x 330 cm



Melanie Dorfer (b. 1986 in Sindelfingen,  
Germany) studied painting at the Staatliche  
Akademie der Bildenden Künste Karlsruhe and the 
Kunstakademie Düsseldorf. 

Her paintings are inextricably linked to their 
material, from which they are often quite  
literally generated. Rather than conside-
ring the canvas as a neutral background for the  
actual image, Dorfer works directly with it. For 
her large-scale works, she starts from existing  
formats and structures into which she  
incorporates additional variables (colour,  
formatting) so as to transform the image and open 
the way for a metamorphosis to happen. 

Her paintings are never rigid, their attraction  
deriving from the organic processes that seem to 
underpin them, such as fusion, disintegration or 
mutation. 

Melanie Dorfer, distance II, 2021, acrylic paint, canvas, staples, wood, 14,8 x 21 cm 
Melanie Dorfer, Laus, 2018, paint, paper, resin, wall, floor, 62,5 x 58 x 60 cm



Melanie Dorfer, mutation-B.2, 2021, oil pain, paper, wood, 41 x 56 cm



LORRAINE FÉLINE
LA DANSE AU TRAVAIL
'I wanted to use my residency in Stuttgart to pro-
duce a new video portrait of a dancer. I didn’t know 
which dancer or dance I was going to film, or whether 
my approach would be historical or observational. 
Everything had to be developed once I was on site.  
 
Prior to that, I had to find a dance class to get things 
started. I discovered Produktionszentrum, a venue that 
offers weekly training courses for professional dancers. 
They agreed to let me take lessons as an amateur. The 
first class I attended was run by Selina Koch. I was so 
struck by her strength and power that I immediately 
wanted to film her. Shortly after I talked to her, the  
project started. For several few weeks, I was able 
to follow her with my camera, filming her work as  
choreographer and dancer during personal performance 
projects and other dance projects. From the scenes 
captured during these rehearsals and performances I 
was able to create a portrait of Selina at work. 

The exhibition is the result of a three-month residency 
at the Kunststiftung Baden-Württemberg in Stuttgart. 
Alongside the film, I present a set of drawings and 
gouaches that I produced as part of my daily studio 
practice.'

Lorraine Féline, 2022

Lorraine Féline, Selina Koch au travail, 2022, HD video, colour, sound



Lorraine Féline makes films, performances, drawings 
and paintings. Based on observation, she films gestures 
and bodies in movement with minimal intervention. 
She draws and photographs her environment, and then 
uses this material to produce paintings that represent 
snapshots of everyday life. She also produces and directs 
film portraits of people at work or in their workplace. 

Her short films are produced independently and with a 
small team, allowing her to be immersed in the moment, 
as close as possible to the people she films.

Lorraine Féline, Selina Koch au travail, 2022, HD video, colour, sound



Lorraine Féline, Vue de l’atelier & Night in Stuttgart, 2021, gouache on paper, 40 x 30 cm



Residencies program
Strasbourg/Stuttgart

This residency is organised in partnership with 
the French Institute of Stuttgart and Kunststiftung  
Baden-Württemberg, with the support of Ministerium 
für Wissenschaft, Forschung und Kunst and DRAC 
Grand Est.

Each year, a German visual artist and a French 
visual artist benefit from a three-month  
residency. French laureates are hosted by the  
Kunstitftung, while German grantees are  
hosted by the CEAAC in Strasbourg.

The current outcome of this residency, is an exhibi-
tion as well as a publication.

2021 : Lorraine Féline 
2020 : Bénédicte Lacorre 
2019 : Clara Denidet
2018 : Camille Fischer
2017 : Silvi Simon
2016 : Guillaume Barth
2015 : Zahra Poonawala
2014 : Capucine Vandebrouck

2013 : Clément Cogitore
2012 : Sébastien Gouju
2011 : Paul Souviron
2010 : Aurélie de Heinzelin
2009 : Young Hee Hong
2008 : Gauthier Sibillat
2007 : Frédéric Weigel

2021 : Melanie Dorfer
2020 : Julia Schmutz 
2019 : Oana Vainer
2018 : Lisa Biedlingmaier
2017 : Jens Stickel
2016 : Helen Beck
2015 : Ana Navas
2014 : David Heitz

2013 : Astrid Schindler
2012 : Manuela Beck
2011 : Jörg Obergfell
2010 : Matthias Megyeri
2009 : Rudolf Reiber
2008 : Kerstin Schaefer
2007 : Anna Schuster

Artists hosted in Stuttgart since 2007 : Artists hosted in Strasbourg since 2007 :



Founded in 1987, the Centre européeen d’actions  
artistiques contemporaines (CEAAC) aims to support, 
produce and promote contemporary creation for 
all audiences. Since 1994, it has been housed in the  
former Neunreiter glassware and porcelain store, an Art 
Nouveau building in the heart of the historic Krutenau 
district in Strasbourg. The CEAAC is a unique place for 
exhibitions and experimental practices, whose artistic 
and cultural events testify to the wealth and diversity 
of the regional, national and international contempo-
rary art scene. Since 2001, it has also been running a 
far-reaching international exchange and residency  
programme with German, Hungarian, Czech, Canadian 
and Korean institutions. 

After more than 30 years of activity, the CEAAC has  
arrived at a turning point in its history. Building on 
its vast experience and its privileged location within 
the university district of a city that is both one of the 
four official European capitals and the capital of the 
Grand Est Region (5.5 million inhabitants), the CEAAC 
has renewed its Board of Directors in November 
2020 to benefit from the expertise of accomplished  
professionals such as Marie-Cécile Burnichon,  
Assistant Director of the Artistic Exchange and  
Cooperation Department at the Institut Français;  
David Cascaro, Director of the Haute école des 
arts du Rhin; Julien Fronsacq, Chief Curator and  
Assistant Director of MAMCO Geneva; and Pascal Yonet,  
Director of Vent des Forêts (Meuse). The Board is  
co-chaired by Martin Meyer, honorary lawyer and  
Honorary President of the Friends of 
the Strasbourg Museum of Modern and 
Contemporary Art, and chaired by Anne  
Wachsmann Guigon, barrister and President of the  
Linklaters Foundation. In September 2021, Alice  
Motard was named the new Director of the CEAAC.  
Her artistic and cultural vision aims to strengthen 
the European character of the CEAAC while working  
towards meeting the requirements to obtain  

certification as a Contemporary Art Centre of National  
Interest (C.A.C.I.N.). Her project for the future art  
centre pursues two lines of artistic research: on the 
one hand, a reflection on the modes of production,  
reproduction and circulation of images with regard to 
the history of Alsace as one of the birthplaces of the 
printing industry; on the other hand, an exploration of 
vernacular, local and popular knowledge and know-
how. 

The team of the CEAAC comprises ten permanent  
employees (7 full-time equivalents) and one civic  
service volunteer. 

The CEAAC is an association under the local law of 1908 
and benefits from the support of the Grand Est Region, 
the City of Strasbourg, the DRAC Grand Est and the  
European Collectivity of Alsace. The CEAAC is also part 
of the Plan d’Est and Arts en résidence networks. 

Informations & contacts

CEAAC 
Centre Européen
d’Actions Artistiques
Contemporaines

7 rue de l’Abreuvoir  
F–67000 Strasbourg
+33 (0)3 88 25 69 70
www.ceaac.org

Wed–Sun : 2pm > 6pm  
(except on public holidays)
Free entrance 

- Guided tours and school 
groups welcome  
by appointment: 
Gérald Wagner, 
public@ceaac.org

- Press relations: 
Anne Ponsin
communication@ceaac.org

This project is supported by :

The CEAAC


